S

L ' Tennessee, © ;

- REPORT NO < Tenn-S0-38

Y : i . L e

a e e e et e e R,

: ) ~ DOCUNENT RESUNR ° E
ED 164 173 - LT . BC 010 975
- ADTHOR Y woodworth,'aoger C.;.Aq&-dthers ‘ _
TITLE '~ "2 Comparative Study of ‘Small, Part-Time, Retirement

and Large. Parms: Three Counties in Central and West

SPONS*AGENCY . Department of,&%%icultnre, Washington, D.C. .
9 ‘ _

PUB DATE ~ ° FPeb 78 '~ * ’

GRANT . ' USDA~CSRS~416=15-47

NOTE , - - . 53p, . oy N

_EDRS -PRICE. ' MF-$0.83 HC-$3.50 Plus Postage. .

'IDENTIFIERS . - #*Tennessee

ABSTRACT

DESCRIPTGRS = Academic Achievement; Adoption (Ideas); Age; -
: A - *Agriculture; *Attitudes; *omparative Analysis;

. _ Credit (Finance); Econonmics; *Parmers; Farm
T Management; *Individual Characteristics; Land Use:
, . ’ Part Time Farmers; Rural Areas; *Rural Farnm
B Residents; Surveys ' ~

-

’ »

L3

ope;ators in three Temnessee: counties revealed differences ir the
characteristics, ispirations, and attitudes of large, small, part

time, and retired farmers. These differences are important in

-understanding agricultgral potentials,. the impact of.agricultural

" . programs, and the future structure of égricultn:g in Tennessee.

Personal interviews with 344 randomly selected farm

Significapt age differences were determined, with only six percent of -

" the operators of small farms under 45 years of age compared-to 34

percent of'the'part_tine*pperatb:s and 42 percent of the large farm

operators. Continuity of farm operatioms among generations®was much -

Eigherffor'largé farms. Farmers with .-less than .an eighth grade

education made ‘up 54 ‘percent of the small farm category, 40 percent -

of the part time, and 24 percent of the large farm group. Sixty
percent of the large full tipme farmers used long term credit, .

~ compared to 26 percent.of the small farmers, ‘39 percent of .the part

time,. and nine percent of the rétired;fa:mers.,Sgyenty-five percent
of the operators of small farms said - they would not mortgage their

-farm to purchase more ‘land&, compared to 56 percent of. the operators
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. B SUMMARY <
T . 3 . ' '

- . . . . . N
« .

. ' 'It is apparent‘that'there-are basic differences in the charac-
terlstlcs, asplratlons, and att1tudes of small, part time, retired, .

-~ and large farmers. These dlfferences are. 1mportant in understandlng

agrlcultural potentlals, the 1mpact ofJagrlcultural programs and

PR
» -

the fq;ure structure of agrlculture 1n Tennessee "A summary of the

- -

»

characteristics of each-category folloWs. _ ,

-

re X
< -

Small Full-Tfme-Farms' f
C;_
‘ Mbst small farm operators 1nc1uded in th1s study started farmlng

before l963‘as full-~time farmeg? They tend to be older and have K
less formai educatlon compared w1th operators of part tlme or Iarge

farms. Many (26 pe "ent) have age or health (28 percent) handlcaps

'whic@ limit farm ct1v1t1es. Slx percent were under 45 years of age

_ and 25 percent had mpleted hlgh school 1nd1cat1ng that some portlon

) of these operators probably'have the potent1a1 to- lmprove the farm

© T
N . 4. 2 [N ~

bu31ness. R s L e

;- " Small farms?control 21 percent of all farmland~in the region.'

-

y
‘Most® operators own . thelr«farms, whlch average 175 acres .of. unmort-

v

gaged 1and An average of 65 acres or 37 percent of thlS 1and was’

'

-

: classed as cropland two thlrds of which 1s not used for row crops‘

b5

, Only a few rent addltlonal land. These farms average 1 2 crop =,

enterprlses and. two thlrds of them produce crops ang utlllze somes- Y. »

v o A

- what fewer recommended crop productlon pract1ces compared w1th

I

Cxa

other farms.'they averaged 5 ¥ 1 11vestock enterprlses, the most .
“Common belng beef cattle (66 percent) Improved and{recommended

e idi




| practlces for producing beef were used less often than on large farms

LN
4

‘but market;ng practlces were similar. Only about 40 percent of the
small farm’ households had income from off-farm of $1,000 or more. .

‘Some of th1s off-farm’ work was done by . the operator,‘some by the A' . .

spouse only, and in some cases both worked. ’

‘About one-half of the small farm'operators expect no change in
their farm operatlons in 'the next few years and only 7 percent plan

to expand, Many small farm operators comrsider shortage of capital

__and_lOW’proflts as' the most llmltlng factors preventlng expans1on.
Only small percentage of the small farm operators -used short- or B .///

long-term credlt 1n the farm bus1ness. Most of this came from - ’//‘
R - 7
" banks and_ typlcally was used for fertilizer or. land’purchases. P
_ They use credit reluctantly. _ ‘ f' - ”,mh;,
: L . ' St I, » .
) Large-full4Time Farms - T . L (
Operators.of~large full-time farms are active farm business-
- men. They are younger, have mofe education, and have'fewer health
'problems. Most started farmlng as full-time farmers (86 percent)

and many were raised on the farm they are currently operatlng .

(h8 pertent). ‘Twelve percent were not farmlng ten years ago. » ;//

]

These farms average 1,068 acres, and most.cropland they managerf

is planted to row crops. Elghty percent rent at least’ some of .

&

gthe lagd they operate. They average 2. 6 crop enterprlses per farm,_

and more than-90.percent of the operators'have‘crops. They average N 7 L
1.5 llvestock enterprlses per farm w1th 74 percent of the operators

>

hav1ng beef cattle.} These operators follow recommended practlces:




more‘shan\other groups, but follow sjmilar marketing patterns. Off-
JSarm jobSIWere'held by someone:in 38'percent of the households; in'
14 percent of theée households, only the operator worked in 22 -
i percent ‘the spouse worked, and in only 2 percent did both work'
.Like most of the operator groups, many. cons1der the lack of
' dapital and.proflts aS'thelr most llmltlng factors to expansion. -
nly 17 percent plan to expand the farm bus1ness while SO percent -
,plan-no changes. A much larger\percent of. the operators of 1arge

farms use both short- and 1ong-term credit with 60 percent’ hav1ng

x -
. N B -

debt on land bulldlngso o ~ . R\\ .

- | . ' . '.‘V " IR ~ . | -~
Part-Time Farms - T _ _ ' . o
- More'thanuone-half of the part-time farmers started“farming

as part-tlme farmers and 22 percent of- these entered farming since

R
.

1965." Mbre than one thlrd are under 45 years “of age.,
Part- t1me ‘farmers tend to own their 1and and have. more debt
for land and home purchases than small-scale full- tlme farmers. _ R

They have an average of 93 acres per farm of whlch;only 23 acres

) LY

is cropable and 1ess than one—half of these acres is actually N
. planted in crops,. They control only 11- -percént of the total land -

»in the area. " Part- tlme farmers avbrage 1ess than one" crop enter-'“

,_"J -

prise per farm w1th 1ess than half-of the farms hav1ng crops° " Those

; 14
part-fixe farmers that grow crops follow s1m11ar prattlces as \
.other faﬁmers. They ayerage 1.1 llvestock enterprlses with two-

thlrds of them belng beef cattle. Improved'anc :E‘ommended praCtices‘
20 -« ]

_ 'for produC1ng beef were. followed sllghtly more Ire. uently than by .
1.

. small- farmers but less than 1arge operators, whlle marketlng ‘1\ ? -

K 8
5 ~, »

.
— o«
-

4.




practices were similar in all categories. )
The prlmary sources of income was from off-farm work Forty-;
four percent pf the households had off-farm incomes over $10, 000,
land one-half reported off farm jobs held by both husband and wife.
Whlle one-half of these operators expect nd\change in th°1r
operation in the future, 14 percent plan to expand. The most
jllmltlng factors mentioned as hlnderlng the1r farm expansionswere

lack of capltal and lack of avallable land to buy or rent. A large

number also thought that lack of proflts and labor were: problems.

Retirement Farms * . -

The ret1red farmer grouplcons sts of persons over .65 years of
age gross1ng less ‘than $2,500- per year. This group of farmers has
. .the lowest average level of education (8 years) and 73 percent have 3
'healthf‘roh~§ms limiting farming. N;nety-three peécent own the1r ‘
land /They control an average of 70 acres of land w1th only 12
A=

i,
o
acres suited for crops. Only 22 percent of this arealis planted

-

in crops. Crops are planted‘on only 35 percent‘of the retirement
v . .
* farms, . but these farmers tend to follow practices’in a manner
e
A .

similar to farmers in tne other‘categorles. .

/ .
About one- thlrd o?’the ret1red farmers have beef cattle° how% B

o

-eyer, they do not follow recommended® practlces as well as the other

groups. Beef cattle marketlng patterns were s1mllar among all

R

groups. | - S -

*

*

. vi o - )




v

A very small percentage of - the operators used short- or long- e

/f' , term credit and only 8 percent have ‘debt on land and bulldlngs.

-

JRetlred farmers tend not to mgke changes in thelr operatlons, but

N

fo%low the same pattern year after Year until they are ready to

- completely stop farming, N .
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A COMPARATIVE STUDY OF SMALL, .PART-TIME, RETIREMENT AND LARGE FARMSL' -

\ THREE COUNTIES IN CENTRAL AND WEST ESSEE

Roger C. Woodworth Sammy L. Comer, and Rlchard J. Edwards2

-]

Introduction

. . —
~ f
. R e el

Tennessee has a diverse and changing agriculture. Over the

years, commercial farms have been increasing in size and involve.

- larger and, larger leveés of investment and technology. With the

resulting decline in mappower needs, the number of small farms

decllned dramatlcally during most of the l?SO's and 1960's. 1In

,~—4—2{950 there were 231,631 farms w1th an average s1ze of 80 .acres. .

\\ln 1974 the number of farms had declined to 102, 4ZV”Wlth an aver=-

y
age s1ze of 130 acres. This is ‘a de:rease of 56 percent in the

number of- farms and an increase of 63 -ercent in the size of

r

farms.

Durlng this perlod an 1ncreas1ng percentage of farm families

began earnlng off- farm 1ncome to combrne with thelr farm incoipe.

/ P
Inb1950,.23:percent of the farmers worked most. of their time off

v ' : (RN
Y .

-~

1This study was conducted as a part of USDA-CSRS Grant No. 416-
15-47. Appreciation is expressed to-Kenneth .Schneeberger, Univer-
sity of Mlssourl for his assistance and valuable suggestlons.‘

2The authors are, respectlvely. AdJunct Professor, TSU-Agrl;
cultural /Economist, Tennessee Valley Authority; Research Associate,

TISU; and Adjunct Professor, TSU Agrlcultural Economist, ESCSy USDA.
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the farm. 1In 1974, 53 Percent of the farmers worked at another\occu-

pation in addition to farming. More recently, there appears to be

Y

an increase in 1nterest in the small farm as’a way of ‘life. Other

-farmers are of advanced age and may be arranglng thelr farmldg v/;\ '

N -
operations to make things easier for themselves. //
. . ‘ . « )
-~ Operators of each of these categories of farmers--small, part-

-

™~

time, retired and large--can be expected\tb have(different goals

. and to respond differently to,'iven'technologioal econdmic, and
i&p

'social conditions. Hence, an roved understaﬁdlng of agricul-

ture and future potentlals can be obtalned by describing and -
,ana1y21ng each sector separately: °Wh11e\éome information is .. '
available from the agricultural census,_mcre specific infor@ation -;i

. : . j

| R . SR . B,
This report describes selected characteristics of farms and

is needed.

%iin operators in different categories of farming. The Ffollowingt
i

r

issincluded: -~ - e o v | ' &

1. Basrc data of farm resources, enterprlses, use of credlt o

and. farm pollcles. :

2. - Farmers" attltudes éiward adJustments theyvcould make in

- the farm bu51ness, use. of creedit, llmltatlons they face,

and future outlook.
i -

- 3. Ihe extent of new entrants Sr farming and 1nformatlon

goncernlng the1r characterl tics and farm bu51nesses.

4. The extent of off-farm work and changes from and to part-

-
{ time farmlng from other farm categorles.

o

-

T
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Ea B
o Data For the study were obtalned from pe Somal nterv1ews Wlth
. ‘-:,p, L - . .
344 farm operators in three west and south central»Tennessee countles.
A farm operator, for the purposes of thlS study, was (a) any adupt
p
person/famlly 11v1ng in the open country or¥ 10 or more acres and/br
(b) reallzlng more. than $500 annual gross farm sales ln 1974.
»
Farm operators 11v1ng in towns or unlncorporated places w1th an
estlmated populatlon dens1ty greater than 100 persons per square
: mlle were excluded.” ¥arms were randomly selected that were located
1n;blocks-also ‘selected at.random., The numbers of farmers lnter-
- viewed byfcounties and by categorles,are,shown in Table 1.- -
‘_"uljg,hh i fy’; ' “g_ - . _ ' o )
. vIabLefl:"Summary'of_Completed Interviews by County and Farm Category -
reo ' ' S ' R e
£ ‘ —— -
o L o ‘Fatm Category
- Item R L
SEE - - " Small ~ Part-Time . sRetired" Large"

.. .. . . .. Number of Farms- -

-t County' 7”;__—-; , - .w- ‘.~ . '. . ‘ ' : ] ) . L ‘ ’ A. : . 7
Carroll . ., 40 .20 B I §
Fayette - - <17. 35 . . = 37 .o 26 . 32

.. _Giles " x  © .30 L 44 . o 36 ' 7
¥ Total Cwap . 105 TeT101 88 50
i | - B . * ' Percent of Farms = . =

Farm Category as- ._p‘« B B - -’;'.fi{." .
e percent of sample - -30 .29 S L26 15

- .. . . . - -
R . . L . s
s . .o . : : . ~
FY . .. R . " . . .
. . N . N
. RN . i
~
. 0 .
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_} . There are. no standard deflpdtrgps for largé* small full tlme,

N £ %
, N

or part tIme farms. In th1s paper the four operatdr groupsuere:

- .
-
rd

deflned as follows.-'_ : *1, _» | _ . >

.8 -

l.r.Small Farms'," Farm with a household'head male or female,

- . -

-who worked full tlme on the farm and where reallzed gross

.l farm sales Were less thap $20 QQO per year. A full tlme
_gperator'was defined as one who 1ndlcated farmlng was the
prlmary inéome source and who worked less than 1,000 hours
off- the farm for wages . in- l97ﬁ Operators over 65 years'~
-of age who reallzed more than $2,500 and less than $20, OOO

in sales were class1f1ed as small.

2. Part-Tlme Farms: Farmr w1th a household head who quallfled

- - .
for the sample and was employed moré than.l,000 hours, usually

¢

50 or more. weeks, 1n an off- farm Job. .
. 3. ‘Retired Farm Farm w1th a household head 65 years- old or
- : older who quallfled for- the sample and realized less than

I : T

- 82, 500 gross farm ‘sales in l974 The lower age llmlt was

- , reduced to 62 years 1n a few cases, where it was clear

-4/
: |4

the person’ was retlred. ‘ R

. s v

.~

624,-'Large Farm- Farm W1th a full-time operator who reallzed

more than $20 OOO in® gross farm sales in 1974.

Farm Operators. I e

-

There were significant age differences among the farmers in
- - .J’ o - .

-themfour'farm_categofies. While only 6 percent of the operators

- A - )

~
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2 )

,__'__ 7 ‘ %
- '~educatlon compared w1th part -time or large farm:operatefs Y

-

vbackground,'29 percent for part

"’- "

e ;. . .- . .
. ¢ . { ‘

BRI

.
hd

of small farms were under 45 years of age, 34 percent of the partrtlme

-~

operators and 42 percent of the operators of large farms were in thlS‘

/
/’

category (see table 2) Most operators 1n.all four farm categorles

-

grew up on farms and live in what they cons1der to be~the1r home

2

. county. The contlnulty of the farm operatlon among generatlons 5

appeared to be much hlgher for. large farms. Almost half of the_:

operators of large farms wére - "11v1ng on the home farm compared .

r- .

~-With about one-fourth fpr the other farm categorles._ Slxty-four

e

percent of the operators of large farms had partlclpated in such

agrlculturally‘related°youth activities as 4-H or FFA:clubs;or

\—participated'in'vocational agriculture'training.. A much smaller .

'-per@entage of the operators of. the other farm'categories'had this -
:E}me farmers and 19 percent fordu

i Te 8

operators of small farms. g' o o PR W

~ .
" There were also 31gn1f1cant dlfferences in leVels of ec)luca\;Q

. tion. Farmers w1th less than an elghth grade educatlon Jnade up

®. .,

54 percent of the smafl farm category, 40 percent of the part- txme,

'4\

and 24 percent of the large farm eategory. - A s1gn1f1cantly smaller

1

percentage of small farm operators had ‘had post secondary school

About three-fourths of the small farm Operators Indlca@ed

‘ .

they dld not have health problems llmltlng farmlng;operatlons.'

-’The 28 percent of. the small farm operators that 1nd1cated health

as a factor were a- s1gn1f1cantly highetr peréentage than for part-'

-

) t1me (7 percent) or large farms (13 percent). S B g d ~
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'I‘hese statlstlcs 1nd1r:ate 1mportant differences in the charac-
- - ]
; :térlstrcs of operators of smaIl full ~time, part-tlme, retJ.red, and

large ,farm.s / The dlversn.;:y w1th1n each category is also 1mportant. :

’For ex.amg1 e, ‘while operator/s of smallkfarms are oredomlnantly of

-~ mlddle or"advanced age, this" does not \an that there are o s:.gnl-
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3 RN . Y - - .
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 Ttem SO

LY

=

L
-

. ., .-+ " small ° Part-Time - Retired  Large- .

o7 Y. 7T, - Percent of Farms -

" Gréw up on farm’ > on % ..go 4 90 . 93 - . 86
«* °  Farm in home county . =~ .72 " ° ~ 716 17 72
, lee’bn hpme farm o 29 <~ 20 - | 22 <48
AP % cv e . S D S
3 Partlclpated in FFA, AH, . A T R EER '
NFA or high' school e : e
vocational agrlcui-- . : ' _ B N . - :
i e' ture program, . s o,19 0 o 29 o o 50 64 .

; .
v

g 1T o

Why.dld you start farmlng? ‘ o T S R - ' :
Like farming - - - 42 . 32 = 26 .. . 54.
Want to live in country -7 .- 10 1 10 .

| No .alterpative work ' 29. o 3% . 46 s .16
. In with family . - 12 12 . - 8 B
™ Other. £ - 1 14- . . - . 17 14

Age of household ‘head .- . . - : ' e : .
Under 45 years .° 7y 6 e =34 g -— 42
45-64 years R 68 - .6l - .. 8 o 48
65 years and over . - 26 Loy 92 . -10 "
Average age, years o 59 S48 e 72 0 . 45,

. ¢ . ) N . . LR
o . - : . < L

L}

Educatlon& “ o : '
© 8 years or less . . S& - .40 73 % 24
o 9-11:years ~ .. L 1 w222 - 7 14 - 718
-~ . High school completed ' e 25 T 9 ... 36
- Somge .post ‘secondary school 5 - 14 . 5
g' Average education = . 9 8

- oo .
. . - P

Health status o \'5! A B S L
" . Limits farming’ act1v1t1es -028 o .7 -4 v -85 g ~ 13
Does not limit L 73 93 | 15 . 87,

White ) 93 , .- 86 S _
Non-white” .~ . 7. . 14 - 226 6

X,
IS
*gtf'

‘See Appendix’A for chi square tests of significance. .

“‘“ 5 ' , . / Q - . 17 - . -'. | &A.
e T e T
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The amount and quallty of land resource avallable and the use: made

»

of 1t is bas1c to the ss of the farm bus1ness. One can hypothesxze ﬁ{

that - there are 1mpo§€ t dl erences by farm categor es. For exampl@, %ég,

retlred farmers Gould be expected to use land less 1ntens1vely than -

bt Ty

‘younger farmers s1nce older farmers may not. want ‘to work as many hours.

“and may not need as. hlgh levels of famlly 1nc\me.‘ Table -3 shows that T #

»

retired farmers had a smaller percentage of cropland plan d in Tow
crops, 1nd1cat1ng support for the hypothesrs. A s1mllar hypothesrs

< .S o,
for part tlme farms also appears to have some valldlty _ Part- tlme

farmers had a smaller ratlo of cropland 1n YOW. crops compared to

both small and large farms. Whlle one mlghtisuppose that small full~'

- . >

time operators woulg be farmlng more 1ntens1vely than large farms, the

percentage of cropland 1n Tow crops (64 percent) was cons1derably

o S

]

lower than for 1ange farms (89 percent) : ; s =rd‘.'.h:‘£g

o - . AL

There were- large d1fferences 1n farm 51ze for the dlfferent .

- categorles of farms. Large farms had many more acres per farm and a

-~ -

.much larger percentage of land was cropland., Large farmers controlledf—~

61 percent of the total farmland in the sample whlle small farmers_ -

5.
controlled only Zl percent. Srmllarly, large farmers controlled 76

percent of the cropland 1n the sample and small farmers only lﬁ per—" hff
" cent. ”; ‘;--ff : -“.'-4(‘ ‘3,1.g j e

- B e : ‘4

-

‘Table 3. also shows the tenure of ‘the operators.. Elchty percent l'-”}.
of" the large ope ators owned some of the land farmed and rented the B

remalnder. Only 22 percent of the small farmers and.14 peréent of the:

ot
’
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part tr@e <<<<< farmers were part owners. »Thls lack of 1nterest\rn rentlng
‘ 44444 E ...................... :“ \ -
7 land wouId appear to partly explaln tﬁelr llmlted volumesof buslness.é“
- e " Table 3: Land«Resources'and_Use b ‘
K o » ) - . - . . ’ . . ‘ ‘ — * . ’ N ":’ . w 1
P S : ' ‘ =
S o T R ST Farm Category
_ «ltem ] ) ‘Unit o - - . . - ~
T ‘_ ’ ~ » o ¢ Small Parthime Retired Large
' Tenure of operator BT - B 21‘- o - B
Owner-operator. ' - % 23 . 83 L 97 R
Part-owner ' - ° . %t 22 14 o 3 80 _
‘ Full tenant T ‘%"“'; -5 -3 0 : Al 1
Farmland - . acres/farm . 175 ~93 T V70 - 1,068
Cropland ' acres/fardt 65 . 237 . 12 - 639 -
Cropland = % of farmland- 37 25 17 60 -
“Row -crops - % of cropland 6 e 47 ‘ . 22 -89
[Pasture R acres/farm 6 30 -29 . 196
~ ‘Control of farm- s T : ‘ .
& . land};n 3-county, s S s _ : o L
' ‘area’ ; "% of total . 21. .11 . . 7 * -6l
_ C0ntrol of crop- - 1 Ve R 4 , S
- . . land-in 3- county ' N , A
-area . , - ‘% of total - 16 ﬁfk"S .2 76
. . A . S . f < -n \4 . . - :
e N T ‘
A . | . | . . Va o , ‘ : . '& A .
- I . - Lo Earm'Practlces o, ¢
N If the labor resources of small farms}are underemploye one mlght
guestlon why more 1ntens1ve enterprlses are’ not used to 1ncrease 1n-
gcomes. Slmllarly, one Wou1d~expect operators of part tlme farms'to
& -
. substltute other resources for labor and haVe enéenprlses Whlch do not
- requlre la*ge amounts of thelr labor “and attentlon.» I
LY i - . 19 ‘ .
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and 1ntens1tyjof enterprlses may not be a8 great as expected

v N /
Results from _this study 1nd1cate that dlfferences in organ;zatlon

«sAs shoWn t_‘

‘in table 4, there was an*average of 4 g enterprlses on large farms,

a

2, 3 enterprlses on small farms, and l 8 enterprLses on part tlme farms.‘

&

.. "Rart- tlme opexators were less: llkely to have either da;r& cows or. hogs
‘-, thai full-time operators. In general part ~time- farms had a s1mllar
- N ~ 'Q i
number of llvestock\enterprlses as sma l farms, but they Had fewer crop
enterprlses. s Y B
4 I .
e ';’ o QfK . o -
+~ ' . Table &:% Summary of Characteristics of Farm Organizatign
I3 7 '; e -
L -, . . ) . 0
s -.\ - —— - o . - ® ~ ;;
. - - - Farm_Category .
Characteristic S 2
o N - - . T . . ‘. - o b
X - - Small Part-Time Retired Large .
' P . . S ) . N :._;‘
Average number of livestock SO - - 7
enterprlses per farm 1.1 1.1 . .o NA 1.5
oo Average number of crop e SO o - .
; enterprlses ‘per farm: 1.2 .7 NA 2.6
Percent of cropland planted R . - K .
, to erops.. - 64 47 22 . 89,
. . - _ “ -
Noncrop acres~per anlmal B R AN Y -
‘ unlta & . .5.% " 14.7 - T8 “ 3.4
r ) T . - : o e é
~=~—~--—8This includes pasture, 2dle, and waste,. = - = - S :;';‘, J;l
PR . ‘ | ,"‘ LA . ." - | v ‘_l._..
o Co NI ;
Y - ’ - -
. - ~?. . . .
h < .-
N g
’ ~ : . ‘. V‘.v, / . -. .
;'f:.'- N s A .-". -
X . v .



 Fhe use of crop management practices is an indication of level
T - . . = :

'of \management, use of récommended practices, and efficiency.

F -

1n‘table 5 show that large farm

to utlllze s01l tests, bulk fertll

\-\‘,
erators'were much more 1nc11ned

-~
»

11qu1d or anhydrous ammonla,'

herblcldes, and pestlcldes compared w1th the other farm categorles.

\pnly 32 percent,of operators of small farms 1nd1cated that they had

§011 tests made in the past flve years. Thl; compares to 40 percent

-

“» of part tlme fat'ff‘l,s amd 67 percent of large farms. \'\ / ”

. '_(v)‘)‘.

R 2 h : S

o

‘Data - e

¢ A/ . B " - R .
R R _ z ‘ .

. }e- . .' ! ~ '0 : N ’ g k .“ K B -~ . .11 s’
..3?“ EIRY \V I B . = : |
O PRSI '.TableFS: erop Practices - )

e s - ) S . - - o

- s N ., - P - - . ’
s v * ) : ?Farﬁydategory S ¥
Item BRI NN SR
A ‘ o T |
N LS T §maf}-f _Part-Time Retired - Large
e '/ .t percent of Farms with Craps
. . . i . o - . - -
Number of fdrms w1th crops 68 40 . 35 - 92 3"
/ . . ) . 7 '.'. C . '
SOI%A;eSt taken in the last f R ~E o D
. ive years7-' e : .32 407 29 _K. % 67
. - ' P B ' 3
' Bulk (dry) fertlllzer applled T R SV ¢
TR to. cfopland : .. 56 60 .~ 55 v 87
quaéd fértlllzer or aﬁhydrous - - | E
_spplied - = 34 . .15 26 61
4 Herblclde (Weed klller) applled 45 " 30 - 39 70
Pestlcldes . 47 40 427 10
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As &n indicatlon of the levels of management-and ad?ptlon of 1mproved |

t oL

' .
-4practices, eef cattle—wererselected for analys1s s1nce a large number N
e

of farmers in each category had thlS enterprise. AS 1ndlcated 1n table 6

i : .-“?\.
66 percent of the small farms, 61 percent of the part-time farms, 36 :
- .
: percent of bhe reﬁire&'farms, and 74 percent o{’the large farms had beef.
(cattle entrprlses. - PN : ' ' -

-

\. - ' : ' . ) . . ’ R " :
o : ‘ : \5 _ : .

- Table 6: ,gize‘of the\ieef Cattle EnterprléE\
- . _ ' Farm Category.
Item o . I >
. Small Part-Time Retifed Large
ﬁ, E
. ' T - = Percent of Farms. - ”
: ;Farms-with,beef cattle q';i 66 - . Gﬂj% : ; éé: S 7
S P R A . -
©5-14 head - - 19 ve2lt 19 6
" 15-24 head e 17 20 5 -
S S O N AR PR
25-34 h Y : oo ~ SR <
.35 and over * * v .0 g 17 8 . 3- -60 T
5 oy more head .. - 6l . 53° 29 .. 72 B
;- T 7.
el
-~ ( -
22
- ‘
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. » N ST, : . N . ' oo L
v s . . Table 7:/ Beéf Cattle Mapagement. Practices . .
S R R ' ' _ =
. V. , R
oA — — - .
: ety Farm Category
- Itlem U : .- AT . .
| Small . Part-Time _Retired.;_ 7Large
—— T wuwPeroent;of Farms with Five or More Head
_i; Calves vaccinated for o . | |
“f" blackleg ' S 58 = g 62 35, : 89
Calves castrated before S S - L
e three months of age 44 - . 53 : 35 ' 75
Spray, dust; dlp for flles ) "%, _ .'_' o o
. "+ bee, and ticks ) | .69 . .~ 77 1. - 54 . 86
_ Calves weaned by 9 months d} 63 77 | 69 - 92
| < o | |
-~ Clover, legume seeded in . : e .
\ | pasture _ . 75 - .55 . - 31 9%
’ Bulk (dry). fertlllzer v._ o C .
: .applied. to pasture 55 . 49 o 27 ' 89
- Pastures mowed annually - 50 _ 66 - 54 %; - 78 .

R B

For purposes of comparlng.beef cattle management practlces

-only enterprlses of five cCows or more are included. -As shown in ,.

table 7 the large farms had ‘higher levels of adoptlon of the seven
Dract1ce§=llsted compared to all other'farm categorles. In general

farms w1th ret1red operators had the lowest rates.‘ Practlces for

-

_small and part-tlme farmers were s1mllar for most items even though

I

these ‘Etwo categorles of farms the very dlssimllar labor s1tuatlons

o

.}J.i 23 .
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\d L | ' \ Marketing Farm Producﬁs', o ]

" : .

N Farm operators were asked to 1den%%fy their top three sources

/

of prlce 1nformatlon and rank them as first,- second and thlrd

¥ff”cholces. Radio or TV reports were the flrst and second cholce

for small full t1me and retlred farmers while neWSpapers were

more often selected as thlrd chovce (table 8). Newspapers»ranked

\

first among large and part-time farm~operators and their second .
"chpice~was.radio or TV market*reports;.tThe local elevator or

sales barn was often selected_as'one oflthe ?hoices by all cate-
A gories. | y g h.;‘ o

"Livestock is soldgthrough local auction %arns by 45 percent

-

of the small farin operators, 50 percent of the part time farmers, .
33 percent of the retlred farmers, and 36 percent of the large
| farm operatgi:. Many farmers used reglonal market outlets. ThlS‘
fls especlally true for the large farms where 26 percent of . the
,operators used reglonal markets (table 9)4 N g o | f"

[

"More farmers sold feeder animals than any other type, with"-
the exceptlon of large operators. - For_ th1s group, 30 percent sold
feeder anlmals and” 30~ percent sold anlmals ready fo; slaughter

(table 9). About 4 percent of the part tlme and large operators:

y .

sold breedlng'stock._ o , o . o

Financial’Management and Risk ~

| | ' o = |
- : o . Y . . . t
The appropriate use of money, credit, and insurance is a vital

- - . . .
. . ) . w

. management furiction needed to collect the appropriate imputs for

—

<

) - ) " . . Y- " 2" - '
_ 4 ; ‘ R I 4 S | 14

[N
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~ Table 8: Prlmary Source of Prlce Information ]

\\ . : N S { R .

| 38 |

Farm Category

Small 'f- .. Part-Time L ‘Large

[
-
4

Ch01ce " . _f' :.‘ " ! '1§t -2a,'3dvl1 IstlIZd'~3& st 2d~?3d?
ggurce | - . P _‘. ;,.. _‘»_?;a‘”’ - I,l .'-; :ﬁ
, ngspaper. - Co L 212 16 2616 12 '34‘722::29
Magaine. . 11017 1161, 4L 1
"Rédio'or- TV‘é market report BTN 8 i ié._”13’-';°"-' 22 34"16'
'”local eleﬁétor/sales barnu "-Aﬁ". ‘203'11, 11  .;512 '1015'3' ;f24' ‘8’»l6
'Local buyer. or trader' . 473 .3 no34 48w

| Other v'4‘ B "; -f L | '}» 1s. 2.2 ; \78_”:3\5 5 .: b4 év; 2;

A

~No Sourcé given - 3 - TR} R '*4\;;-‘ﬂ¥-
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Table 9: Livestock Marketing, Practices -

‘Itemi

Farm CategorYi

Small -

" Part-Time Retired - Large

”Looal auction: sale A zﬁ8,g

’.»Local bhyer/trader/dealer -2

‘threct to otherffarmers_yl.--_f
- Regional.marketﬁ' .13
.* Direct-to packer = . = --

Other I S

I

Anlmals Sold As" :;-[qﬁff';:':”

.-Ready for.slaughterh,.j:: 21

e Breeding animals‘ , N "g--h

Two or moreﬁof_above L7

_ Percent of Farms - g/‘,

55 . 33 - 38 ..

N
TN
N

B Feeder anlmals .?:”*'i% f 35 fﬂ735‘iiﬁﬁﬂ;ﬂbfﬁfQZ{V?dd'f’305¢f:ﬂfi

18 . -8 300

._l than one-type of market. ‘

'“"a/ Totals do not add ‘to 100 51nce Some farmers dld hot sell live-
stock and others sold more than- one product or through more

v

>

The most 31gn1f1cant dlfference in dse of credlt among farms

is that 1arge farms are far more llkely to use credlt--short term o

‘:?257.:.*

or - long-term and for bu31ness or famlly purposes--compared w1th

'-_small part-tlme, or retlred farm operators (see table 10)



‘business, a use which' 1nvolved less than 2 percent of any farm

for fertlllzer and 11me, only 16 percent of small farms and 14 . %4”
T

,such as food clothlng, and household durables.

,term credlt by a11 categorles of farm operators. 'The second

c1a1 banks for ?11 farm categorles (see table 11),

[

ThlS was true for every cred1t category except for an off- farm

;category. Whlle 40 percent of 1arge-farm operators used credlt

_——~

percent of part-time farm operators used cred1t for this. purpose.

Whlle 52 percent of large farm operators used credit for machlnery,

”;only 10 percent of small farm operators and 6 percent of part-'
| tlme operators used cred1t for ‘this purpose. " The only category _ o -

' . of short- -term credlt that small farmers used by 10 percent or more

was for fertlllzer and 11me. The only use -of 1ong term credit .

of- any- magnltude was for purchaslng 1and Less than ‘4 percent

-

of these fam111es said that they used cred1t for famlly purposes

. e

Banks were llsted as the most often used source of short-

most used cred1t source was the - Productlon Credit. Assoclatlon, c
except for part t1me operators who were more 11ke1y to ‘use’

dealers. The most frequent source of long-term credlt was.commer-_"

&,
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Table 10: 'Use.bf Short-'and‘Lohg-Term Credig ‘

PR ) - . . <
R Iy

S _ o oL Farm Category
- - .Item x C . . . -

. _ Small*” - . Part-Time .. Retired' Large
A ., N . . 7 i . . ‘:‘ )

- . o , _;Per;enthf Farms -

",Uée Short-Term Credit;  4- 27 33 _@ | 5 l e _58-:
Machimery . | 7. g 2 26

) - . R

F3

, Livestock .__-—_ﬂ.d--zp————*—* 6 TNl - 1
Fertilizer and Lime .16 14 . ’

N\ S
- Purchased feed |

S

o
0
0
o,
N N
¥ S
o 00

'_quusehbld du;\bles__

A Off-farm bu51ness‘.

R
(
|

¥

S Use*'l_.orng-.Ten@ Credit 26w '39"\"" o 9 : 60
ﬁééhinetf .  N .:10.2'_  e _ 1  .- 3.i.' '-i‘52

. leestock : - 2 C . 'f. ‘-_.(<.14"‘
_-;.vBulldlng 1mprove-' o - -'f' o ,;w*'  . =N
~ments. _‘,”1,;%‘* : 1. . - . 3

_“Land 1mproVemént;J\L ;e;\ ',;Q-. 1. .
- Home 1ﬁ§rovements"‘ ”“zf. 4 .

. 36

e%ffi?;;;:;BuYIng 1and o .u:.¥4] ; ;S' t_,;;~:'?’“"‘ | L
L : ; __ 22:iv;v”_

,?Home purchase ~j' -3 _i ? flO%lj;7iQ:":
"g “ f;fu'?L0ff-farm bu31ness, fﬁi 1 ?_“”fo;‘éuﬂ;l[-”.‘f;.,f f;g':

Unspec1f1ed R jfﬂ' 3. w1 R
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<

. Item .

> ) ' ‘f’

' Small

~Part-Time

Retired |

Large: = - .

. -
»

Use of, Short-Term'Credlt

/Farmers Homie - Admlnls-.‘

- tratlon

+.'= Percent of Fdrms -

33

27

fﬁ':fkp*xaﬁé:;uu«ureult
o Assoc1at10n

CommerC1al banks.e-'
Dealers | |
Pawn shops

Flnance/c\mpanles

Mexrchants

4

. o

Ind1v1duals

‘ ~tration’
Use Long-Term Credlt
4%\N

( fig}Federal Land Banks

.Ind1v1duals

az{_[*(eFarmers Home Admlnls-

e tratlon. ;'_~_, .

;,‘xf“,;'Llfe 1nsurance eom-
R panles_‘,;;v :
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;ﬁ-_Table 12}"Long'Term'Debt on LandfﬁBuildings}and Home

Farm Category :-_hy_. e

_ Amount. e
e o - .. Small” ParéhTime" Retlredi Large

A

o g - g S . Percent -

-

'-'$2 500 - 34 999
$5,000 - $9,999 :
@mfle,OOO --$19,999 . 6 |
$20,000 4850,000 5 6. e a4
'fz,,¢§ér”$5c,666f! e ; . D

. - " T = . " -

RS T EE . I K j N N D ) o . o .

N R T T B

’ o e o ’
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Not.only ‘do operators of large farms use credlt moremorten and for-’.

.more purposes than the noncommercral categorles of farm operators,: 3;5'_

. ln:_they also had larger amounts of - long-term debt for land bulldlngs, fvf;‘.v
;v“home, and farm Whlle 50 percent of operators of 1arge farms had

vﬂlmortgages over $10 DOO outstandlngg only 16 percent of the part t1me'
f”foperators and 13 percent of the operators of small farms had long- T

~term real estate debt of th1s magnltude._ A.maJorlty of the farméﬁ

.h:hhad no real estate debt° This was true for 92 percent of retlred ?:‘

.Q,;ﬂ farms, 73 percent of the small farms, and 61 percent of the part- ;'--.p.?

-wpi'tlme farms, but only 40 percent of the,large farms (table lf) -

N ce
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_Table 13: ' Insuramcé - .~~~ .

_Farm Category -

RN 'h'; © . Small Parthimeﬁ_ ketireegi.LargefW:"‘Q”;“

. ?ercent_Ofbﬂarms;—

‘Insurance

M
Qo

!

|

Home ., 51 el 56 %

‘General farmowners' SR - o L ' u
pollcy IR -2 Y .31 - 80-

~ Crops- :f_ ‘,f-.”"- : ;5"9 13 "_'Hv' 1 J: 10
-'_{'Llfe T e 87 . 28 82
- il.ffllabllityf;yf o ;ih:;--48{ &;:Aflss-;f--:f-l b4 el ;;éd: . ,
%ﬁ??ﬁ?~iﬁﬂosp1tal medlcal 'Jﬁﬁi?&%éisﬁ':Alffﬁgﬁﬁlgfmlf*”i7éff¢k§.?"90g:i;';Qowl

:fAccldental death, U G T -
Codisability Tt T 36 w64t g Teg

»r:'Burlal Pollcr S es e N LT

- Operators of large farmsaare more llkely to carry rnsurance.on
f{;the farm busrnes§—compared w1th small or part-tlme farms (table 13)
.prhls was true for each category of farm-reLated 1nsurance._ Elghty'i'"i

percent of the large farm operators carrled a. general farmowner s’
a}'lnsurance pollcy compared.w1th only 51 percent of small farm opera-'"

’

;Tftors._ Slmllarly, 54 percent of the large farm opegétors but only

-

s




18 percentfof the-small‘farm operators hadfinsurance on farm buiid—
| . »sings.“ ‘;'ff-‘.r | . : L o o | A l,/ o~
e Attlt—udes—'Eoward Risk and bebt

| The farmers were asked to agree or dlsagree w1th a serles of
"slx.statements concernlng rlSk and debto
: Reference to table 14 shqws that most farmers seef to control
- the 1evel of rlsk.and uncertalnty they assume.' For example, they»

2
4}§,ﬂlet someone'else try a,new 1dea to get the bugs out" ana

,would not‘gmrhgage thelr farm to buy livestock,’ machlnery, or more
lv“ N

1and Mﬁst AhoWever, agreed that "the farmer who gets ahead". is the ;

N

‘one w1th some debt most all the tlme and d1sagreed that 1t is- unw1se

to go 1nto debt to buy 1tems llke feed seed, and agrlcultural

';chemlcals.. ;1‘ ﬂ: T A‘fzj

| In general the operators of small farms were. more conservatlve :

ft 1n thelr attltude toward debt and rlsk than other farmers. Fo/// o
'ﬁ?fexample, '85- percent would let others try out a ‘new 1dea flrst compared
. w1th 64 percent for: part-tlme ‘and 1arge farms. Seventy-flve percent

-'would not mortgage bhelr farm to’ purchase more land compared w1th

.56 percent of operators of 1arge farms. Operators of part-tlme_farms o
5f‘:generally responded sxmllarly to those of Iarge farms.‘ Howeyer, they N
Z-.:tended to agree that it was best to save and pay cash. and'were con=- . o
551derably 1ess Incllned to mortgage the farm to purchase more landi#ﬂ*
. j -
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 Table 14: Attitudes Toward Risk and Debt

: | , . p : . N N .
' : \ . -— » -
— . ! : : . — —

N L B ' Farm Category, ~

- Statement Respgnse o S ! ;
j e - Small *'Parthime"l Large

It is best to let soméone else
try out mew ideas to get. the
biigs out. -

The best pollcy"ie'to save -
your: money until you pay
cash. | .

The farmer who' gets ahead is.
the one with some debt most
a1l the tlmea,'_f* -

4y friends and relatlves thlnk
it 1s unwise to go into debt -
o-purchase items like feed,
>eed and agr1cu1tura1 chemlcals

- would mortgage my - farm to
urchase . llvestock and |
uachmery. ) X

would mortgage my farm in =
rder to get.a 1oan to pur-

';Agree, -
Undecided

Disagree

- Agree )
Undecided

Disagree

Agree o

.f‘.Undecideddf
 'Disagree -
. Agree -
Undecided . - -

- Disagree

-.;?g,'Agree =
” 'A*WUndec1ded;f¥Q;
*THgprlsagree*fQj;

.'Agree i
Undecided ;. .

1

14
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82
11

40

§

85

| .52:‘_"‘»_

3
R
‘ 62* N '1"3: .

b -

- Percent -
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»»48
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47'_
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© 53

'TZOQT,;N'
IR S

5

33

,i,.64

2

29
5
69

4
9

87

o
l‘.:'fv‘l“v 60 .

‘2 .-

. . "
. PR
’ B o .71 v
. . .
B N -
3 : ' DR A
. . L ) ' L -
v Te B ¢
) . - g .
T 20. ’
. . . . .
‘

- -

hase more land Disagree | 75 "‘75 56




s S Off-Farm Work f.
- All categorles of Earms had some househoLdS'w1th 1ncome from a
Job off Ehe.farm However," as mlght be expected “the greatest level

of such income were reported by farm operatlons class1f1ed as- part

1

Jtlme. Forty-four percent of operators of part -time farms réported

> 3

off-farm income’ 1n excess of $lO 000..per year., The part- tlme farms .

also had the hlghest portlon of worklng wives (49 percent) -.compared

with only*Sl ‘percent of the wives from small farms and 24 percent of

- the w1ves from large farms (see table 15).

RN

Almost half of the famllles on small farms had some off-farm
income Thlrteen percent'had*off-farm'lncomes above $5 OOO another

34 percent had off-farm. income ‘of less than $5, OOO _ However, 56 per-

--cent of". the fam111es on small farms e1ther had no off-farm income or

~obta1ned an annual amount of less than $1, OOO. Thls data*support .

S

/

- .the v1ew that both farm and nonfarm 1ncome are 1mportant in charac- ;fij'

j;“terlzlng rnc me levels for all categorles of farms° “However, the
Cview that off-_

'-'1ncome on most small farms is not supported‘by thlS 1nformat10n and

—q

rm 1ncome has effectlvely ellmlnated low famlly

is probaBly not valld for th1s geographlc area R — T e

e
e

B NOTR

25




L Table 15: Off-Farm Work and Income
e . . ' _ - - .
. , ]

A

‘JJ ’ ‘

- Farm Gétegdry.

'qﬂf ‘ ITtem . .

Small Part-Time 'v,Retired Large .

: _ _ “eiPercent‘—

Some off-farm work tip - 47 - 100 | 11 38
i He:d'of house only 16 - 51 B | é, v 14
-.Spouse,only 'f. ) *v_~l 23 -y 22

k‘:Both-wbrE '_ o ‘ g8 -1 49 - ;ﬂ .@1-_:~ ‘ \32_

- Household off-farm income

- Less than $1,000 - 9 -- i g¢ 12

»‘-\__ . N . .. .

'§Q/~l ooo - 2 499:W,ﬂ,rr 12T g e
2 500 % 4 999?’}5}f?lffifgISFfLQ;{;??78 B
. , L,

83000 788, LT e
7, soo - 9,999'-j_ e e 20 . a=

- 00

110,000 or more . 6 4& 1 8

U S - S o S SR

Part- and Full-Tlme Farmlng

Part time farmlng can be a step toward betomlng a full tlme;

farmer, 1t can be a permanent way of 11fe, or 1t can be -a step out

r- of fu11 ~time farmln.g° To galn 1n51ghts 1nto thlS questlon, operaj?rs

were asked to lndlcate whether they started as a full- tlme fa

~ Tk

L or as a part- -time farmer._ Overall 78 percent of the farm operators

k]

”'started out as full t1me farmers ‘and only 22 percent started as part-"e '

-

-,iﬂtlme farmers (table 16) i?rpj~'t‘: "‘: _7ﬁpp““f;f?s‘ “,' S
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'Table 16:  Percent of Farmers Starting Farmlng Full-Time and Part-Tlme
¢ by Type of Farm anid by Age of Operator .

- o
v o Q

C

Age‘Of Operator  and . o Started Farmlng o Tetal}
Farm Category - : ' - -
: - a Full Time ~  Part-Time : -

'é Percent of Farms - - By

Total S R Z: B 22 100
Large Farms = - - - - B . Co
Y. Less 45 years . - 36 em_ N 40
' "~ 45 - 64 years' T . s 50 .
Over 65 years . 8 . - - 10
All ages T S - 1 SR T 100

B0

,f~~-~Small Farms o f S m?Li;ﬁ;_%;;_ﬂ,,/

. : 45 - 64 years U 62

. Over 65 years 24 -
¢ ALl ages’ .. B ‘ % 1

71
25 .
100 -

. OFHWO:! .

Part-Tlme i

Less 45 years ,__,-‘-;,‘”’_f’:'7Hf""?f-'f; 27 34 T
7 45 =764 years. Y S 42 0 22 63 .
- Over: 65 years . ‘ I 0, 3

_ All ages - S - 51 . w49 _ - 100
Retlred | | | | " ' B |
. 45 - 64 years . o V7

Over 65 years .~ . 84 . . S 93
All Ages ' 3 P 91 S "100
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Current part- -time farms 1s the only category with large numbers

of the operators startlng as part- time farmers. Forty-nlne percent

<

of them started as .part- tlme farmers and 51 percent began-farmlng on

a full- time bas1s.( Quite a dlfferent story emerges when the current’

full tlme farmers are clas51f1ed on this basis. Fourteen percent of
the large farm operators started as part time farmers and 10 percent
‘of the small -farm operators started on a part tlme bas1s. Whlle'part-.
‘time farmlng may be a route 1nto full time - farmlng for some, few seem-.
‘to follow it,. | | | |

While there is mo 1nd1catlon of 51gn1f1cant numbers of farmers

changlng from part tlme to full ~time operatlons it 1s probable that-

some of the operators of small farms could have obtalned h1gher levels

of 11v1ng 1f they had accumulated more.resources by startlmg part t1me{

e
However, many started farmlng at-a time when there were re1at1vely

-

feW’off farm Jobs near rural areas. Presumably, many d1d not foresee -

the changes in. technology wﬁach would restr1ct éhelr 11ve11hood w1th@a
llmlted land and capltal base. Table 16 also shows that most of the.

younger farm operators started farmlng and contlnue as full t1me

eperators of 1arge farms or as part tlme operatorsc Thls would suggest_
A‘that when current older farmers reach ret1rement, ‘the reglon ‘will" have
‘a larger proportlon of large full tlme and small part-time operat1ons |

.and fewer small full tlme-farms. Whlle there is 11t+1e 1nd1catlon

that retlrlng small farm operators are be1ng replaced by younger

: operators, th1s trend could’ change. l:'f‘yy'ff . : e

_E
- » o .t \ , . . -
et ' : toLx
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T : Characterlstlcs of Part-Time Farmers by Start in Farmlng
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- The part-time farmers who started farmlng full time are d1ffeéent

) _ in many respects than those who started farmlng on part time farms.

° As a group, they are ten years older (see table

17--53 vS. 43), started

ol .
made more changes

~with 1arger farmd (116 acres vs. 63 acres;, and have

1 in the size of farm operated than the part-tlme farmers'who _started

S~

out w1th a part-tlme operatlon° On the average the acreage of the

- farms of'those who started as full-tlme fanmers has decllned whlle

' 4

those who started as part-tlme farmers have 1ncreased thelr average-
i

- ; holdlng. The younger group who started as part- tlme farmers have

- not.. made as many changes* 31 percent added acreage wh11e 8 percent .

RN

. decreased thelr holdlngs.,

Both groupgawork full tlme at their off-farm jobs and there 1s

little d1fference in the average dlstance they travel to’ the Job

xThelr average drive is between 20 and 21 miles one way to;work~

C 3

) Thelr expectatlons about future work reflect a- somewhat dif-

S ferent orlentatlon, perhaps due in part to age d1fferences,'
:.’r

12 percent of- those who started ‘as’, full-tlme farmers expect to qult\

the1r off farm Job w1th1n frve years, none of those who started as -

f“part-tlme farmers.ant1c1pate qu:.ttlngc

Whlle“"

Elghty-two percent of those -

'startlng out as part time farmers and 60 percent of those suartrng |

§$\[A-as full tlme operators ant1c1pate the same’ level of off-farm work

- -

act1v1ty in f1ve years. Thus maJor portlons of both groups expect'

s

off-farm work to contlnue to domlnate the1r work 11fe.

- . . . - o .
/ . L : ’ - - R '
- . [ . -» .
. . . N . . .
D . . _ . L T N 3
-



Table 17: Selected Characterlstlcs of Part-Time Farmers by Start
: ) in Farmlng

%

.!

Item - - . - Started Farming
| Full-Time . Part<Time

‘Number of farmers

Average age

‘Average farm size (acres o

Started

Nowj

vPercent 1ncreased acreage.-;,v

fPercent decreased acreage_ "'f' ’f;

- - L I

»

'.Hours per, year operator works off farm

' 'Average mlles to work"

Off-farm work expectatlons 1n 5 years._

(Percent)“

=

v”-c) less = . ¢ 1;‘

- -
o

- Reasons for living
v Lo 2

(Percent)

a) mone -

-

t).same -

| d)‘more'?;:f

on the’farm

'.a).cheaper to 11ve |
"\jb) supplement Jincome
c) lake to farm _ »/7f.'
'_Td) produce own food |

' e) llve 1n country

60
19
10

52

53

116 -
. 105
- 40

.38

12 -

12
’ <

._\"

49
43

63
o
31

2,

oL

82"
10

K -
- o L.
- o - ~
. W - . N o . . R
L B oo - - 8
L L ’ e 40
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- Important segments of both grQUps llsted the opportunlty to sup-
plement 1ncome, pmoduce thelr own food and the fact’that they liked
to live in the. country as- reasons for 11v1ng on the farm However,
s1gn1f1cantly larger percentages of the part t1me farmers who started

| out as full tlme operators gave the reason that 1t was a cheaper place .
to llve (25 percent compared to 3 percent) Slgnlflcantly larger
percentages of operators -who started out part time gagz supplementalw’

v1ncome (20 percent- compared to”12 percent) -and the des1re to llve In'j”

75; the country (61. percent compared to 43 percent) as reasons°

Informatlon ‘was® ngt obtalned in thls study “as to why 0perators
who started farmlng full t1me later changed to part-tlme farmlnge

Presumably, a. ‘major reason was . the unfavorable outlook in earller v

years for maklno a: llv1ng from farmlng w1tn 11m1ted resourcesg

Probably many of these operators had selecteﬂ farmlng as,thelr oc-' .

'; cupatlon and adJusted later to ch 1ng c1rcumstances. Probably

e

many of’ those who started farmlng part tlme had selected an. off-farm hs

- occupatlon and are farmlng part: t1me for llfe style and supplemental

1ncome reasons._ In any event, these data tend to suggest that partmf

time farmlng is‘a permanent part of - the farm structurec

-

‘ Future Outlook and Changes 1n Farm Operatlons
Contlnuous ‘change is needed in farmlng operatlons as new tech- i
‘nology 1s developed and as demand for SpelelC farm products and other

economlc condltlons change. Changes 1n.the supply of famlly labor,
” i :

the health of the operator or the need- for famlly 1ncome may also

redulre changes in farm operatlonsc.

>

N - T e . . Lo ' .
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All operators were%Lsked.about changes they had- made in opera- ”:119AW

:_tlons in the last fkve years and what changes they ant1c1pated 1n the

'}gfuture.} The responsesgof operators on past changes are shown in table
| '[ Large full-&ﬁme operators more often recalled trylng a new’ crop o
'or llvestock practlce or enterprlse than d1d the small or part- tlme.,
'farm operators° Operators of large farms were also much more llkely
,;ito have-made land 1mprovements or added land through rental or pur-va'y ‘
_ Comparlsons Eetween operators of small,and part t1me.farms showed
-fithe former more llkely to: emphas1ze crops and the latter to‘emphas1ze
'llvestock changes. Part-tlme operators were more llkely to have ?3;':
‘purchased'more.land. o . Efj' o O -
— o 7 ’ o
| . § - ) L -
N g : |
3 /{.; \ S i




e T Ry Gategory .

Seall Part Tine. Retired large

'~sz:Tr1ed new crop/veg. enterprlses '-“7271?>'t”1i9f,fT"  ~§ ,'?-?f*255'ﬁ'"

'&"";..':f.;».."‘Trled new 1:Lvestock practlce I R ]_9 S3 T 35

[3
i
r

' Trled ‘new; 11vestock enterprise ':'”'sl_:z}:Z}HS ,i;3Iim§jliif"?$fT6f;.f'A

- Cleared land Mjfjfi_rjaufﬁ?}‘f;,gsf;';f;;gz<ﬁﬁ_f3°f}12‘1}jrf_ 5zf§;f53

e o Cane L U PRE I SN

W AR A

Improved pasture ;?}?ﬁafq;',5f;tz~{5l8.T;i,fj19;}.-1}ﬂﬁ[l05f1§f55j257?*3';
~ Constmcted Ponds/dralnage s \ig 8 I: 3 ‘35~ ~:
Puichased 1anzﬁ R L T R LN T
?';;:EtRented land :'f”ffffjfi'{t,- f,;ésﬁ-"{fb¥éi(;.i,.' 4 0 ose

A 3f'§éReduced crop dctes ’?;] Tr-;fﬂ _‘;fi34iit-ab}%i} L .:?7 S 15;._:?.

i’iReduced number of 11vestock {_V'e:zj_ o2 s R
| fakented out land o ;11f'p,‘qy"u"i34'vf'lf 21; .i.f ,'30,ﬂff‘f 8

-;§$;34
'1;;!J 0vera11 most °Perators dld not try a‘new 11vestock.enterbrlse‘ |
_;],durlng the 5-year perlod.v New crops were trled .ot about one-fourth .
of the large and. small farms, but by only 9 percent of the part-tlme A:i;:
t‘_bfarmsc.;[";; _i.;ffﬁy . '{tf.»,'lffjjhu. ,g}fﬁ jf', 5..:o;jaf5:ﬁ
'ff?béb, | Land clearlng and pasture lmprovement was undertaken on any

.E?ﬁvifarms. Clearlng was- llsted on 62‘percent of large farmsg 25 percent ;f?ai




Cal

Pt .,

i on small farms, and 27 percent on part t1me farms. Pasﬁﬂr lmprove-

e

fment took place on'-S percent of the large farms, 18 perceni'of the L_fd

55sma11 farms, and- 19 percent of the part'tlme farms._ﬁ '.l /k“

The speclflc/questlon on future plans was "As you look forward ;ufy:

uto the next 3- to S-year perlod how wull your farm bus1ness~change7" *';f

e e e e 4

LThe predomlnant attltude.for the future was one of. "no change
-f(table 19) Large-and part t1me farm operators were more 1nterested

#;?ﬂ;yln expans1on than were small farm operators, but one-f1fth of the _‘1_?

Tt ./, -

““.[flarge farm operators 1nd1cated that they weuld be cuttlng back on

./-.' h

ififvrthelr operatlons. Among ope ators‘plannlng to expand, the most often

’*ﬁmentloned ltems were land pur hases, land clearlng, pasture 1mprove-flf<
R . -\,‘{_ ° .

‘Jfﬁiments and addlng facfiltles.-_j. ﬁ%; fﬁﬁ?f“ifil“fi V“§7 T'ﬂ;-f7f?;"ff\f

"-‘ - '- " L R Yoo e N ‘4_

Another aspect of expectatlons of future change 1s shown in R

\

ﬁftable 19 The questlon asked of each operator was, "Do you thlnk
:iga member of your famlly w1ll operate your farm when you are 22,444;;;5“Q
,longer able7" For the operators of large farms,_70 percent 1nd1cated 3

‘that a. famlly member would operate the farm or ‘that there'was.a_f'

}f'y strong poss1b111ty of th1s.a A 81m11ar response was g1ven by'about
- ‘fSO percent of the operators of small farms and 32 percent of,theﬁ,«

IVﬁE operators of part-trme farms. L R
When operators were asked to raﬁk the flrst, second, and third;'

’{_;most 1mportant factors 11m1t1ng farm expanslon (table 20) 1nsuff1--z‘

T

w c1ent prof1ts, lack of capltal, and lack of avallable land £o. buy _d:'_. )
hlor rent were conSLdered to be the most 1mportant by all three groups.'«
'Only‘a few operators sald the ab111ty to operate a larger unlt:or ..';p- -

!

‘f,fflack of machrnery and equlpment Were the most llmltlng factors,

.i




FE T N
e B

i‘:In general dlfferénces among groups were not 1arge. The percentage

~of part-tlme farmers 1nd1cat1ng a 1ack of labor as. the most 1mpor-'u.

-

'-tant reason fS/ not expandang (17 percent) was somewhat hlgher than

"'ﬂ-the percentage of large farm operators (9 percent) or. of small farm

R A
-

'—:IOperators (12 percent)

-é;lTahLetigz-ﬁfntnre’Outlook_' L

*. Farm Category

i J:ffﬁf{ﬁfhlzfﬁh ‘l~-:.a '{"“; ”l'~"small_<Part’TimeJhﬁRetitedﬁ ‘Largef@fjﬁfifQﬁ

*””*’"“3”5*§ear perlod

Lo \ | o B V L -Pe‘rcent of Farms-> B
Do you expect changes ‘in the ;L;;d%fgwf%;ccfw/v—ﬂf~—~* - )
- farm busimess-in. the next T e

'_;No change. _;4.‘J¢_j,":;5253f13,955 . ;gf§7jgu_jgjﬁ7fﬁ;¢':-
. .Reduce" operatron FE N - R i 1° I
. Retlre"-"i, e L U SCEE S L
:Don t know S 19 . 187 0 14 13 .

Do you think a member of. '.. hf_f~”_ o “}.i_.;;ﬂfjh”‘ Nf'f;(

~ “your family will operate

.your ‘farm when you are mo S e T
longer able? - » L . o Iﬁ».;-mevi;.” .ﬁgff'h‘

- Yes or. strong poss1- L ST
© bility e 2 500 32 735 70
 GPossibly t . i6 53 00 gn o qg oot
;Z?fNoﬂfkaf ;1,:£;,j;; ool 100 - S15 10 e e
'_fNo}reSponSe’;Lj-yﬂ-.pﬁﬂg~:l3;_ip,“j 6 126 - 10 ‘




: .'iLack of avallable land to-

4

':;TgbiéjQO:VTFarﬁ’Oﬁeratorsl‘_"""l Fagtors T at.Limit;Ef?ansiony .

_Farm'Categdry_

- ‘Factors’

T ermalléfgl Part Tlmeb/ Largec/

e a S - Percent - e B
SR : ARy e )

buyor'remt. . ' . . . 17 & 22 -6 < .17 15
Lack of capltal _",,4.‘ . 128039 0 27045 - 22 7 45

" Lack of labor 'At"';;".f-f_ 012 0137 -0 17 113 9 \15~=;a51

1st 24 1st 2d o 1st 24 -

| Lack of profits . T . - ' 29 18 . .19.A7 .46 17

'-%ﬁfLack of, machlnerY & QQUIP"°” L ~ d
| Ability’ to.,operate"’large T T et T TETT ST
fOther/no response - .,";”’fr;;“' 9.1 . 9 16 - 4 7--

1 3 o . . I

: ” /"“‘ ‘ f"

.-a/ The most frequently mentloned 3d ch01ces werée .lack of capltal
_ ,,729 percent'—lack of labor, 21 percent':and lack.of proflt, R
"‘.’""12 Pencent" ORI L /J S i e SR

~ E/'lThe most frequentlywmentioned 3d choeces'were labk 6fcc ap;tal,

14 percent. SRR T e T N

A

f,ﬁ3c/ The most fequently mentldned 3d oh01ces were lack of capltal

24° percent°‘1ack of labor, 24 percent' and lack of proflt,:'
17 percent° S o SO e

-

f_ fAttltudes, Goals, and Future Oﬁtlook

A serles of general statements concernlng hlS outlook for the o

Llfiw1th each The responses bY farm CategOTY are Sh°Wn in table 21

.26 Qercent,wlack_ofwlabor"”23 percent°”and lack of* proflt __'fr'

":future were read to each farmer-andfhe was.asked totagreenon:dlsagreea'

. _:-,,. .

T e
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Land Related Attltudes

_ There are strong 1nd1catlons that small and part-tlme farmers
place a much greater value on land ownershlp than do large farm 4‘.

‘operators.- Large farm operators are more llkely to rent much of the

land they operate. Thls‘may reflect soc1al communlty attltudes and

__,_.. —— __,»‘-——

. / N
‘,lso be related toaorlentatlons toward*mlnlmlzlng rlsk compared o

-
P

to max1mlzlng proflt.‘ :f ) u_"w e T e
Operators of small and large farms appear to have s1m11ar attl-ﬁ;g

tudes concernlng an approprlate minimum farm s1ze for a young couplef~ -

Fewer part-tlme operators, however, agreed that 175 to 200 acres was,h'

'f'j, ngcessary, probably g1v1ng more welght to the potentlal for obtalnlng‘

ancome off tne farm.

K

-

Operators of small farms overwhelmlngly agreed (95 percent) w1th
the statement that farmrng was-gﬁttlng so competltlve that small T

farms are g01ng to’ be squeezed out. Fewer (69 percent) large farm L
operators agreed w1th the statementa; 1Q7>J£-?7' = : L

Most farmers in each category agreed that they were."farmlng to

make as blg a prof1t as I can.. Whlle 9l percent of the operators of

-

/_.,

-

large farms agreed Wlth th1s statement, 82 percent of small farm/

:r and.61 percent.of part-tlme operators agreed.__

t The second statement relatlng ificdme and other goals stated as,r'

my declslon to farm was based more on. 1ncome than on the opportunlty o

_ to be my own boss, make thlngs grow and 11ve in- the country, showed

:- ', ) .

few dlfferences among categorles of. farmers and a much greater em-- o

;; ' phaSlS on other goals than 1ncome.

- s . . . 3 . T
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e oy Téblé"ZI?‘ Fafmers1AtﬁitﬁdeshCOncerhing:Farming,}
, : R S A |

.. . Farm Category ..
- Respomse  Lategory.

L I e

e  thf'f"'$ma11‘ PartéTime Large

S _-vp,

| o o {iiPereent;-z' Lo
-Agree “"ff‘”,sﬁ'l,if-”isé-l, .. .38
Undecided -~ - 6 ... 14 - 13
. Dissgrea - 130 U1 17 4

A young>man.oolng 1nto
farmlng for the profit

of it should own .land
'_rather than rent. _

-

Agree 7 .54 “f64'v'

T am satlsfled w1th my ! ‘ _
Undec1ded-f’ -3 o 14 o 2

..farmlng operatlon as . 1t

5:if:squeezed out;,-

°tﬁ*acres.‘

is.

'\"T‘I am farmlng,to make

.as big a proflt as. I

’_%can.j:.,_
- My dec151on to farm was“
?‘Hg;based ‘more’ on income .
2 -than on the opportuni-

.ty ‘to be my. own boss, -

make thlngs grow and
’}ave in the country

LN

Farmz.ng is getting so
"Wrcompetltlve 'small farm-

. ers are. ‘going toq. be_g”

L -

n“ﬂ,I would not adv1se a ?_f
- young- couple to go

-into farming unless

*-ithey can start with.

. ‘at least: 175 to 200

P

f.,[I -am looklng forward o

""to' the day I can re-
" :'tire from farming and. -
”Tj?fdo ‘some other thlngs;'“ff.

S

iDlsagree

,'Agree'

25 . 32 .33 -

Undecided . .

* - Disagree

Agree

‘Undeclded'r

‘Disagree

.

4-/

© Disagree "

5Agree

jAgree

,Undec1dedf;
.Dlsagree

R Undec1ded ih =
. Disagree

17

el
22 -}

14
* 56

86 .
12

\159:,

R T
32

26

R

ﬂ;;f ,:hAfo{f:;{':

69

- 75

.‘r oh

. _'-'18.,[-; o

‘;f3éff -
11 ..
.53

T
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Operators of small farms were tﬁe most satlsfled with the farmlng

operatlons (72 percent) whlle part-tlme operators Were less satlsfled

' 5(54 percent) than small or large farm (64 percent) operatorsu' ThlS

Tapparent feellng of lack of satlsfactlon w1th thelr farmlng operatlonsl*'

'by-part-tlme farmers could 1mp1y that some system of technlcal ass1s-“¢p

meeds. oo

tance for fhls group would be in demand 1f tallored to thelr time - and

/

. O ‘ : N :
,. o ,."' - ) ..) . _.>-, . . ¥

P _ﬁlz;h '_Vi'. NeW'Entrants to Farmlng

Operators who started farmlng s1nce 1965 were class1f1ed as new

~ entrants. to farmlng.- Thls group . of farmers made up 10 percent of the

E,Lsample.; About 60 percent of the new entrants were. part trme farmers, .

-

16 percent werd, operators of small farms, and 16 percent operated

large~farms. The remalnlng 8 percent were retlred persons malnly

-11V1ng on the farm for personal reasons (see table 22)s

_t175 percent had returned or started farmlng because of thelr "10V€f.,h

New entrants were somewhat younger than a11 operators sampled

1n every category (table 22 compared ‘to” table 2) They'had somewhatyp__.

‘more schoollngoz_ R "*”:. S - “"_1, S .”;i;-

.; More than two-thlrds of the new entrants grew up. on a farm and

-

i:f:for farmlng and/or outdoor Ilfe.v The one- thlrd who dld not grow;gufﬂ

R &
';,Hpup on a farm s a’ larger percentage than the full sample of farms.”‘ E

,and probably a larger percentage than would have been the case in tQ

N _' .

7 S L L
: preV1ous yearsa e el RS e .
. eg as. new entrants managed]?“

The operators of large farms class1f1

.} an’ above-average number of acres of 1and 1, 594 acres. compared w1th

-
S, e

- t‘\« -




e\."

“Tl 068 acres for large farms 1n the total sample.. Small and part-tlme_-ﬂ

”operators who are new entrants farm s1m11ar acreage as small and part- '

/
tlme farmers in. the total sample~° About half the new entrants had

:farm sales of 1ess than $l OOO. Only 18 percent of the operators of
f;small and’ part t1me farms had sa1es above $5,000 annuallyc Whlle |
v:;mostéof the part-tlme farmers had off-farm 1ncomes above $5 OOO per '
‘]5year, f1ve of the s1x sma11 farm famllles had off-farm incomes of
less than $1,000° annually. "_";\ . S
| an Mbre than half of the operators dld not foresee changes 1n thegr

i 1operat1gps<1n the future. However, 11 of the 28 part tlme and small

g :farmers expect to expand the farmlng bus1ness by buylng, clearlng, jf

.[or rentlng 1and or' addlng 11vestock

. . . v
"o T .



l*TaBle’ZZ: tFarm and 0perator Characterlstlcs and Outlook of New Entrantsoi
TR fllnto Farmlng PO S . N TN

.

,,::‘

~

’_hjﬁTFa;m,g;tegogY‘z -

e if; l.5Small-r Part-Time 'Large f’Totail/ L

:f“z'lfif”ff_i}??'f'ff o SR “'l-f_- Number of Farms -,';";'
- Number of 0perators Ai-taf-;l:c 6 }}22f_r_ e %6‘.' =w 34_5'v

e Years of - age-iﬁ--‘ B e )

::_ - Less than 35 = R | .9 3 13

L 34- 54 IR 1 : 13 . 02 16
-55 and over B - T T S - ~1 . 5

Years of educatlon o - T :
Less than 12 s e 17 3 . 24,
_ 13 and over o f‘l 2 S5 3 - W10

A : )

LN R ~
Operators grew up on farm, 19 ot 2~ . 23

¥

Nﬁmber acres per farm‘ ' vl\flfi??? 4 73 ;:l' 1;594;1{,g;f7éfﬁlf:u

= Dollars farm sales B I o T e
.~ Less than $1, OOO“.s- R R LT :

- $1,000 - $2, 499 S e -
$2 500 - $4,999° - T
- 85,000 - $lO 000 ..
$lO 000. and over -

FHEE W
NG
]
]

Dollars off-farm rncome S R T SR Y
Less: than $1;000 C e e . 250 10
81,000 - 34, 999 - gv,‘ e : 3.t L eer - 3
- 85,000 - $9,999. R T B o L A
$lO OOO fnd over ~ T _.lfi”,_fﬁ_of'.;”.;}f"l- o 8

v




. add cattle of hogs fﬁf

e, .
N

»\mh L , : . T .

)

I ,'giﬁ”FarmeatégorY'iw

Pari-Time . large’” ‘Totall/

.J_

’ :S@éllf

neés change?.

4 R

jReduce operétlon
' Retlre e
';~Don~t know 'Jf vf'

expand how7'1

*Purchase land
Rent land :

f‘:Clear land .

T

In the next 3 to 5 years,- -
"how will .ysur- farm bus1-_¢L”-

: v . - r g Ry .
e ‘\

. "y R
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k~}@ppendii Table A

';fChi3Sqﬁare Tests of :Significance -

kY .

Factor and Farmer Response

A o,

lee on ..... homeﬁfarm'

~Small-29%, Part-Time- 26%fg,'

;-ﬁf- Large-48%/f

-

_LPart1c1pated 4H, FFA, etc.
2 Large =647 -

'Age of household head underg :
4 o
Small 6%, P’%thlme-34% S

If." Large -42%.

8 years or less of educa-
";Etlon ’

s f Large-24% el T

" tiom~

' Small 5%, Part-Tlme-lA%
Large,ZZ% B ,
:Health leltS farmlng

Large-l3%

Smail 54%, Part Tlme-ao%ffi

2fSome post secondary educa—"

Small-28%, Part- Tlme 74 o

yEVCategory Comparlson . Chi Sqﬁarea‘J

..Saall - Part-Tlme.}-
Small --Large £

Part -Time - Large:

"f'Small - Part-Tlmei’fqa
. Small-19%, Part Tlme 29%~ T _;;,fja‘
. ;='.‘Part Tlme - Large[ﬁ%rfn4“3f“f__

Small - La:rge . \\ TR

" Small - Part-Time
- Small - Large R
'Part-Tlme - Large»f

FF”meall < Part-Tlmejﬁf;:irii‘}i{n"
- -Small ~ Large.: =~ - ... 1
B fPartJTlme --Large ' L

/

-;/_

o Small - Part Tlme_/ | L;_' .1
- Small - ‘Large. ' S

Part- Tlme - Large

Small»- Part Time -

Small - Large ,
_ Part Tlme -'Large -

'2}7.

fag Chl Square;g ‘,.-35 Probablllty of a 1arger value of chi square-',l
o o T hlghly s1gn1f1cant S
CS5%TEe T _
;?lOZ; oo s1gn1f1cant o

'k;43er

figfﬁf
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